In this lesson, students will analyze various online and video resources dealing with the battle, collecting information about weather conditions, the battle itself, and other conditions the soldiers endured during the period. After collecting the information, they'll use that information to write "letters home" as US or German military personnel deployed in the Ardennes during the period of December, 1944 -January, 1945 .
Objectives:
As a result of completing this lesson, students will
• Investigate the conditions and results of the Battle of the Bulge • Understand the military situation in the European Theater in late 1944 and early 1945 • Be able to describe conditions and situations in the battle in expository form • Be able to compare/contrast the American experience in the battle with that of the German experience.
Materials needed for the lesson:
Computers with Internet access (in order to collect information for letters), Data Collection Sheet (one per student), Episode 6 of "The War" ("The Ghost Front: December 1944 to March 1945"), video player or DVD player (depending on format of the film the teacher elects to use) accompanying book for "The War" series (recommended, but not required).
Standards Addressed:
This lesson addresses the following standards set by the Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL) (http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks).
US History:
Benchmark 2. Understands significant military aspects of World War II (e.g., major turning points of the war; Axis and Allied military campaigns in the European and Pacific theaters; the financial, material, and human costs of the war and their economic consequences for the Allies and the Axis powers; the locations of the major theaters of war in North Africa, Europe, and the Pacific; the diverse contributions of men and women during the war)
Benchmark 5. Understands characteristics of the end of World War II (e.g., why there was a delay in creating a second front in Europe, the Soviet Union's role in helping tWo defeat the Axis Powers and the reasons for the success of D-Day)
World History:
Benchmark 4. Understands the impact of World War II on civilian populations and soldiers (e.g., the roles of women and children during the war and how they differed in Allied and Axis countries, the hardships of the war on soldiers from both sides) Prior to introducing the lesson, the teacher should have the class view Episode 6 of "The War", "The Ghost Front: December 1944 to March 1945", particularly the segment on the Battle of the Bulge and the German's Ardennes offensive. If this is not possible, the teachers should ensure that students have a background about the military situation in the fall and winter of 1944, position of US forces at that time, and the conditions American and German troops experienced during the battle.
Next, introduce the lesson to the students, explaining that they are to assume that they are either German or US soldiers during the Battle of the Bulge, and they are writing a letter to a relative at home describing the battle as well as the conditions the soldiers endured during the period. (In order to achieve a cross-section of letters, the teacher should devise a way for some students to be "German" soldiers, and some to be "American". This might be achieved by dividing the class alphabetically.) (If desired, the teacher may wish to allow the class to view other examples of letters written by US servicemen during war. The American Experience "War Letters" webpage (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/warletters/index.html) has several examples of letters from various conflicts which can be used.)
Distribute one "Data Collection Sheet" to each student, and explain that they will be looking for various characteristics of the battle and the experience in order to write their letters. Allow sufficient time for students to complete research and the data collection sheets. After students have researched the battle and conditions, they can write their letter.
